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2012 
Bedford Institute of 

Oceanography 

50 years 

BIO 50th Anniversary Year starts off with a spectacular  

lecture about RMS Titanic  

Steve Blasco, a geologist with the Geo-

logical Survey of Canada Atlantic at 

BIO, delivered the first of the monthly 

public lectures to celebrate the 50th an-

niversary of the opening of the Bedford 

Institute of Oceanography to an over-

flowing William Ford Auditorium. His 

topic was  the RMS Titanic. He had vis-

ited the Titanicôs resting site in 1991 

aboard one of the Russian Mir sub-

mersibles. The 100th anniversary of the 

Titanic disaster is also commemorated 

in 2012. 

Photographs (to the right): Steve Blasco at 

the podium responding to a question from 

the audience; (below) Every seat was occu-

pied in the William Ford Auditorium at BIO 

for the first public lecture of 2012. 
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�6�W�H�Y�H�¶�V���O�H�F�W�X�U�H���Z�D�V���Z�L�G�H���U�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�H�D�U�F�K���I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�U�H�F�N���R�I��
the Titanic in a joint American and French survey, a description of the 

Mir submersibles and the cramped space three persons had to share for 

many hours, a tour of the wreck site with some images taken by the 

IMAX camera, the filming of the Oscar winning picture Titanic by 

�-�D�P�H�V���&�D�P�H�U�R�Q�����D�Q�G���I�L�Q�D�O�O�\���W�K�H���U�H�D�O���³�-�D�F�N���D�Q�G���5�R�V�H�´���O�R�Y�H���V�W�R�U�\�����6�W�H�Y�H��
�S�H�S�S�H�U�H�G���K�L�V���O�H�F�W�X�U�H���Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�\���K�X�P�R�U�R�X�V���D�Q�H�F�G�R�W�H�V���R�I�W�H�Q���L�Q���D���³�I�O�X�H�Q�W�´��
Russian accent. 

A very interesting portion of his lecture was the scientific discoveries 

of the expedition including biota and evidence of deep-sea currents  

that had not been anticipated and the geotechnical investigations of the 

Titanicôs steel plate. 

�6�W�H�Y�H�¶�V���O�H�F�W�X�U�H���Z�D�V���D���Y�H�U�\���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���N�L�F�N-off for the BIO 50th anni-

versary year and is a harbinger of great things to come! 

Photographs (clockwise from top left) Steve describes the unexpected evi-

dence of deep sea seafloor currents; French scientists examine an acoustic 

record, the red circle marks the acoustic image of the Titanic wreck site; and 

Rose DeWitt Bukater (Kate Winslet) and Jack Dawson (Leonardo DiCaprio) 

from the James Cameron film, Titanic, share a tender moment on the screen 

in the William Ford Auditorium. 


