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Sherin 

Bob Murphy was ñborn at an early ageò, one of 13 children in a northend Hali-

fax home. There he remained until he left school in Grade 11 to help in earning 

some household income. From the beginning, Bobôs career revolved around 

seagoing and teamwork. His first job as a óbrush handô (a painterôs helper) at 

the Halifax dockyards had him applying the primer coat on submarines. When 

seeking another job, Bob crossed the harbour to the Bedford Institute of Ocean-

ography (BIO) to work for the Department of Mines and Technical Surveys (an 

earlier name for Natural Resources Canada) where he was part of a crew paint-

ing workshops and offices. His very first task was to paint the Atlantic Geosci-

ence Centreôs Depot floor (a feat he repeated for Open House 2012). His work 

impressed Keith Manchester enough to earn him a six-month extension. When 

the term ended and Bob returned to óManpowerô (as it was called in those days) 

he underwent a ójob placement evaluationô that stated he was ideally suited to 

be either a shoe salesman or an electronics technician. Bob made the decision to 

return to school to study electronics when Keith called him back for a one-year 

term. The electronic worldôs loss was our gain; lucky for us, Bob never left. 

Starting as an assistant to coring technicians Mike Gorveatt and Lyle Brown, 

ñMurphò, as he became known, learned all there is to know about marine sam-

pling, but especially sediment coring.  

Forty-one years later, Bob is the GSCôs senior marine sampling technician and 

no GSC Atlantic scientist wants to go in the field without him. In addition to his 

technical prowess, his contribution to every missionôs success comes from a 

profound sense of purpose and community. The strong bonds he has forged and 
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continues to maintain between science staff and shipôs 

crew have not only ensured operational successes over 

the years, but have fostered goodwill and an emotional 

investment for all involved in the mission that transcends 

a mere ójobô. Indeed, letters in support of Bobôs nomina-

tion came from NRCan and DFO managers, Coast 

Guard officers and crew, friends, and colleagues. As the 

letter of support written by the crew of CCGS Hudson 

states ñWhen the vessel is coming in and we require a 

linesman, he will gladly accept the task. Once tied up he 

will volunteer any assistance for what might be required 

for that day. He does all of this not out of a work obliga-

tion, but because he values the vessel and its crew. He 

does it all because he cares and he accomplishes it with a 

smile.ò  

Back on shore, if there is something you need, Bobôs 

your man. No job is too messy for him. If he canôt do it 

he knows who can. If he canôt find it, it probably doesnôt 

exist. As well, Murph is the go-to guy for BIOôs many 

social and charity activities, always working behind the 

scenes. Whether it is the Christmas charity fundraiser, 

Open House logistics, Huntsman Award ceremonies, or 

the heavy lifting for the Parker Street Christmas Food 

project, you will find Bob getting the job done.  

It is somehow fitting that Bobôs professional expertise is 

in the collection of sediment cores. He is at the core of 

what makes BIO special: the people. Itôs Bobôs special 

gift and it makes him especially worthy of this prestig-

ious award. He helps to make BIO a great workplace for 

us all. Please mark 11:00 am 9 May on your calendars 

and come down to auditorium to help celebrate this 

much-deserved award with Bob.  

Recovery Unlikely for Cod1 

The recovery of overexploited fish populations such as 

cod has been slower than expected and many depleted 

stocks may never be able to bounce back, a new study 

says. 

The study, published on 19 April 2013 in the journal Sci-

ence, was compiled by researchers who examined 153 

fish and invertebrate stocks from around the world. 

Most fish species are resilient enough to recover within a 

decade if swift action is taken to reduce pressure on de-

pleted stocks, the researchers say. 

"But when you don't take action rapidly ... not only does 

it result in a much longer potential recovery time, but the 

uncertainty as to whether recovery will happen at all in-

creases exponentially," said Jeff Hutchings, a professor 

of biology at Dalhousie University and one of the au-

thors of the study. 

Hutchings said that may explain why cod hasn't bounced 

back more than 20 years after Ottawa declared a morato-

rium on the commercial cod fishery, a once thriving At-

lantic Canadian industry. 

"Here we are two decades after enormous depletion of 

cod stocks ... and people are still wondering about the 

prospects of recovery," said Hutchings. 

"Our study really suggests that recovery is quite unlikely 

now for cod because of our failure to act when we could 

have." 

Hutchings said the federal government needs to set a 

population threshold that would determine when action 

must be taken to reduce pressure on a fishery. 

He said legislation is needed to allow for depleted stocks 

to recover, as they have in the United States. 

There, when a commercial stock is overfished, fishing 

ceases immediately and a plan must be put in place with-

in two years to rebuild the stock within a decade, he said. 

"Canada currently has no such requirements for recovery 

or rebuilding plans and we also do not have a legislative-

ly required trigger for such action," he said. 

"I would like to think that this kind of work would pro-

vide even more scientific incentive ... to come up with 

target reference points and rebuilding targets for all of 

our depleted fisheries." 

Hutchings said this would not only be beneficial from a 

biological standpoint, but would also ensure food securi-

ty and employment in the fishing industry. 

Frank Stanek, a spokesman for the federal Fisheries De-

partment, said in an email that the government intro-

duced conservation measures after the 1992 moratorium 

that included gear restrictions and cod by-catch limits. 

He added that a working group on the cod recovery was 

set up "to develop a fishery decision-making framework 

that incorporates the precautionary approach for this 

stock." 

Since the early 1960s, cod populations off the northeast 

coast of Newfoundland and Labrador have declined by 

more than 97 per cent and are now at historically low 

levels, according to the Department of Fisheries and 

Oceans. 

The study looked at fish species including herring and 

yellowtail founder whose populations had declined be-

low their maximum sustainable yield, which is set by the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.  

1 
From The Canadian Press by Aly Thomson, 18 April 2013. 
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Remembering Shiri Srivastava: An Appreciation 

 by Bosko Loncarevic 

We met for an interview at the Lord Elgin hotel in Otta-

wa, Ontario, though I had already decided to offer him a 

position with the Geophysics group at BIO. He had ex-

cellent credentials: a ground breaking PhD from the 

University of British Columbia (UBC) and a clear rec-

ommendation from his supervisor at the Dominion Ob-

servatory where he was a Postdoctoral Fellow at the 

time. ñIf you need a computer wizard, Shiri is your 

man,ò said Dr. W. My only concern was that after a 

couple of years with us he might be lured to one of the 

big oceanographic institutions in the United States. Af-

ter all, I thought, there was nothing to hold him in Cana-

da if the Americans wanted him. I didnôt know at the 

time that Shiriôs wife, Vivien, a marine biologist with a 

PhD, also from UBC, was already in touch with Lloyd 

Dickie, Director of the Marine Ecology Laboratory, 

about a position at BIO. 

The most vivid memory of that interview is how modest 

Shiri was. He appeared reluctant to talk about his ac-

complishments and concentrated on pointing out how 

his research project could have been improved if he had 

more time to complete all the calculations. 

Shiri (and Vivien) joined BIO in June 1966 and he im-

mediately tackled a difficult and important study of the 

Daily Magnetic Variation (DMV) of the magnetic field. 

Unlike ocean tides, DMV are less predictable and can-

not be easily corrected in surveys of areas where mag-

netic anomalies are small, as for example on Grand 

Banks.  There were only two other research groups in 

the world studying the same problem, at the University 

of Cambridge and at the Scripps Oceanographic Institu-

tion in La Jolla, California. Shiri quickly established 

scientific cooperation with both. Cambridge sent a grad-

uate student to work at BIO under Shiriôs supervision 

for a year, while Scripps invited Shiri to participate in a 

major expedition in the Indian Ocean. 

This ground-breaking work established international 

cooperation as a major component in all of Shiriôs scien-

tific endeavours. Shiri probably had more international 

collaborators than any other scientist in our group. 

As the scientific community accepted the paradigm of 

plate tectonics, Shiri shifted his scientific curiosity to 

the spreading of the Labrador Sea. There were plenty of 

magnetic anomalies in the area, but they did not fit the 

neat patterns that were identified in the Atlantic and the 

Pacific. Shiri solved the problem when he recognized 

that spreading of the Labrador sea started long after the 

European and North American plates began to split and 

then slowed and stopped as the north end of Greenland 

encountered the resistance of Ellesmere Island between 

43-33 million years ago.  

Solving this problem led Shiri to tackle the details of fit 

of Grand Banks to the European plate. This interest led 

to productive collaboration with Jean-Claude Sibouet 

and others and led to Shiriôs involvement with the Deep 

Sea Drilling Project. For many years he was Canadian 

Representative (together with Matt Salisbury) on the 

planning and technical committees of the Ocean Drilling 

Project (ODP), the largest international scientific pro-

gram in Earth Sciences. 

Most of his life, Shiri was in poor health. His weak 

lungs caused problems with various other body func-

tions. He seemed often to be on the verge of some crisis 

or another. He never complained. Instead he was stoic 

about his condition, his modesty masking the pain and 

suffering. 

Those who remember Shiri will remember him mostly 

for his loyalty. He was uncompromisingly loyal to his 

family and friends, to his work, to the institutions that 

he worked for, and to the colleagues that shared his 

knowledge. 
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Those who were fortunate to live close to Shiri, will re-

member him best for his hospitality. Vivien and Shiri's 

home was always open, be it just overnight accommoda-

tion for a Newfoundland scientist who had missed his 

flight, home for Jean-Claude Sibouet for days while they 

worked on a joint paper, or space for forty or more BIO-

OA members attending a summer picnic in a lovely gar-

den on the shores of Lake Charles.  Shiri was one of the 

founders of the BIO-Oceans Association. 

And who will ever forget the fabulous chicken tandoori 

that Shiri could prepare for any number of people, in-

cluding almost eighty scientists and crew on CSS Hud-

son during his many expeditions? No one! 

It is customary to conclude saying ñWe will miss you, 

Shiri.ò But we miss some more than others, and we will 

miss Shiri as our very dear friend. 

International Listing of Shark should provide  

incentive for National Conservation Measures1 

After a week of negotiations in Bangkok, Thailand, the 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered spe-

cies (CITES) accepted the listing of five commercially 

important shark species under Appendix II. Among the 

shark species listed was the porbeagle, also known as 

óCanadaôs sharkô, as they spend the majority of their 

lives in Canadian waters. Canada supported the listing of 

porbeagle; however, Canada remains the only country in 

the world to continue to allow a directed porbeagle fish-

ery and lands more porbeagle as by-catch in non-direct 

fisheries than any other country. 

In November 2012, a proposal was tabled at the Interna-

tional Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tu-

nas (ICCAT) which would ban the retention of any por-

beagle caught in the Atlantic and Mediterranean, where 

populations have been listed as endangered by the Inter-

national Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

Red List for Threatened Species. The proposal failed to 

pass in part due to Canadaôs request for an exemption. 

ñCanada is failing to be accountable internationally, and 

to its own citizens on this issue, says Shannon Arnold of 

the Ecology Action Centre. ñThe blocking of a decision 

at ICCAT and a failure to respond to the petition is truly 

baffling.ò 

The listing of porbeagle and other shark species under 

CITES Appendix II is a big win for the shark conserva-

tion movement and has the ability to have a large impact 

on the recovery of these shark. 

ñThis is another indication that there is a global consen-

sus on the serious threats these sharks are facingò, says 

Arnold. ñWe need to do everything possible to give them 

a fighting chance to recover.ò 

Listing of these species requires that exports of products 

derived from these species must be accompanied by 

proof that they are from a sustainable and legal source.  

By supporting the CITES listing, but requesting an ex-

emption to the ICCAT proposal, Canada has essentially 

cornered the market on an endangered species. They will 

likely be able to get an export certification for the por-

beagle fishery which means that Canada will be the only 

country that is directly and legally fishing porbeagle in a 

manner that is acceptable for trade under Appendix II. 

ñItôs definitely a bit suspiciousò, says Heather Grant also 

of the Ecology Action Centre. ñThe purpose of both the 

ICCAT proposal and the CITES listing were to protect 

an endangered species that is having trouble recovering 

from fishing pressures. So why support one and not the 

other, unless there are some ulterior motives at play?ò 

In 2006, the porbeagle shark was denied protection un-

der Canadaôs Species at Risk Act (SARA) despite seeing 

declines of up to 88% since 1961 for fear of economic 

losses to the fishing industry. 

ñWe are glad that Canada has supported the international 

regulation of trade of the porbeagle sharkò, says Grant. 

ñWe hope that this will now be reflected by an increase 

in national efforts to conserve this shark and keep it off 

fishermenôs lines, rather than a push to increase the mar-

ket for an endangered species.ò 

 
1 
From the Ecology Action Centre, 18 March 2013. 




