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See page 4   

Minister promises CSS Acadia will be ñout of the 

water in 2018ò for repairs 

Sherin 

The CBC reported on 5 December 2017 that the Honourable Leo 

Glavine, Minister of Communities, Culture and Heritage, stated at a 

news conference that the CSS Acadia will be ñout of the water in 

2018 to start on the necessary repairsò. The Ministerôs statement ex-

pands on his response to the BIO Oceans Association in his letter of 

16 November 2017 where he stated  ñmuseum staff, along with our 

colleagues at the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure 

Renewal are working on next steps. Our combined efforts will ensure 

that the vessel can be showcased to new generations of museum visi-

torsò.  

The Minister also stated at the news conference that he would ask the 

federal government to partner on fixing the Acadia. The availability 

of funding for ships of historical significance seems more likely with 

the announcement by the Government of Canada on 27 January 2018 

of $3.5 million for repairs to the HMCS Sackville . 

BIO-OA President, Claudia Currie, and your Vice Presidents, Andy Sherin and 

Borden Chapman visited the Member of Parliament for DartmouthðCole Har-

bour, Darren Fisher, in his office on 17 January 2018 to gain his assistance in 

identifying federal sources of funding,  Mr. Fisher offered his support and prom-

ised to contact Minister Glavine to explore opportunities for federal funding. 

http://www.bio-oa.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/540774516043601/
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The Mystery Submarine 

 by D.L.McKeown and G.Fader 

On the final day of CCGS Hudson cruise 2000-020 we 

carried out some planned investigations at the site of the 

Swiss Air 111 disaster off St. Margaret's Bay in collab-

oration with representatives of the Transport Safety 

Board and Department of National Defence. We em-

ployed our sidescan and Campod video systems to ex-

amine the crash site for seabed recovery after extensive 

dredging and explored a nearby wreck that was found 

during the 1998 search and recovery operation. Early in 

the search, this wreck was determined not to be related 

to Swissair 111 so no further investigation of it was 

conducted at that time. Our close examination of this 

wreck site was expected to reveal geological infor-

mation about how the wreck affected seabed scour and 

we wished to assess rumours that it was a World War II 

German submarine. To quote from Don Gordon's cruise 

report in an activity summary written by Gordon Fader 

after the survey: 

"The sidescan data clearly show the wreck to be between 

80 and 90 m in length and that it is resting upright on 

the seabed, although partially buried in the gravelly 

sediment. Numerous deck features on the wreck show in 

the sidescan shadows including three masts, near bow 

objects and other details. Following the sidescan sur-

vey, a Campod investigation was conducted at both 

ends of the wreck refraining from activity in the central 

area where the possibility of wires and protruding ob-

structions could occur.  This was another impressive 

piece of ship-handling by Capt. Marsden. The imagery 

clearly defined the circular cigar-shape of a submarine. 

A film production crew from Eco-Nova was on board 

filming the sidescan and Campod activities. Follow up 

dives are planned to the wreck to determine its identity 

and to produce a documentary film." 

At first glance, the sidescan image did not look like a 

submarine as it had many structures on the deck that are 

not normally seen on a sub (Figure 2). All of us on the 

Hudson were fixated on the video screen as we saw the 

first images appear from the Campod. It was not long 

before we realized it was indeed a sub and the whale-

tail shape of the stern was impressive suggesting an old 

sub. The conning tower had fallen to the seabed and 

Figure 1: Photograph of another British submarine in the L class, L52. Photo credit: Terry Whalebone - originally posted to Flickr as 

L52, used in this issue of the Voicepipe under Creative Commons license CC BY 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?

curid=7287920  A copyrighted photograph of L26 we could not use can be found at http://www.worldnavalships.com/l_class.htm  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/ca/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7287920
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7287920
http://www.worldnavalships.com/l_class.htm
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was in great shape with negligible marine growth in 

contrast to the hull. 

Having been on board when the sidescan image of the 

wreck unfolded followed by the appearance of the 

ghostly video images from the Campod, and in light of 

the rumour that it was a sunken German submarine, our 

curiosity was aroused. A brief search of the internet re-

vealed that it was the submarine L26 and is described on 

the Province of Nova Scotiaôs ñOn the Rocksò website 

(http://www.novascotia.ca/museum/wrecks/wrecks/

shipwrecks.asp?ID=2666). 

It stated that the vessels dimensions were: tonnage 1080, 

length 237.5. feet, breadth 23.5 feet and had been built 

at Barrow-on-Furness, England in 1918. A Wikipedia 

web page (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_L26) of-

fered some more detail and slightly different dimen-

sions. L26 was originally a member of a fleet of British 

submarines built immediately after World War I. A few 

were kept in reserve as they became outdated by a newer 

generation of submarines in the 1930s. Several of these 

L boats were transferred to the Royal Canadian Navy in 

1943 to provide much-needed training targets for new 

crews of Canadian anti-submarine escorts. L26 worked 

out of Digby at HMCS Cornwallis base and at Bermuda, 

attached to HMS Somers Isle. These L boats were re-

placed by newer British submarines in 1944 and were 

laid up at Halifax and Digby. In 1946 L26 was deliber-

ately sunk off St. Margaret's Bay as a sonar training tar-

get. Further details of its service with the Royal Canadi-

an Navy, can be found in Julie H. Ferguson's history of 

the RCN submarine service, óThrough a Canadian Peri-

scopeô available in the local Halifax library. The wreck 

has become a popular site for recreational divers. Men-

tion is made of it on a number of web pages and there is 

some video footage of the wreck available 

www.efootage.com/stock-footage/23254/

Sunken_Ww1_Submarine/ 

What still puzzles us is whether or not L26 was ever a 

mystery wreck. As noted above, the Province of Nova 

Scotia ñOn the Rocksò website "states that its location 

was only discovered during initial search operations at 

the Swiss Air 111 disaster site. Furthermore, to quote 

from an article by Jason Kennedy in the monthly inter-

net journal Narcosis Newsletter: 

"During the aftermath of the tragic crash of Swiss Air 

flight SR111 there was a large search pattern used in 

hopes to discover any large pieces of airplane wreckage 

and ultimately the cockpit voice recorder. High tech 

equipment including ROV's, mini submersibles, camer-

as, and divers was used to help in locating these items. 

Figure 2: Sidescan sonar image of L26 showing that the sub lies in a circular depression on the seabed and that there are many 

features on the deck that show in white in the acoustic shadow. 

http://www.novascotia.ca/museum/wrecks/wrecks/shipwrecks.asp?ID=2666
http://www.novascotia.ca/museum/wrecks/wrecks/shipwrecks.asp?ID=2666
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_L26
http://www.efootage.com/stock-footage/23254/Sunken_Ww1_Submarine/
http://www.efootage.com/stock-footage/23254/Sunken_Ww1_Submarine/

